'IRAQ,
so recent in origin and a people so recently brought into contact
with larger ideas than have motivated them for centuries past,
that a relative standard of judgment should be applied. On
such a standard the League of Nations itself was obliged to
assess the readiness of 'Iraq for independence, in response to the
firm insistence on the part of the Mandatary, which declared
in its special report presented to the League in 1931:
His Majesty's Government have never regarded the
attainment of an ideal standard of administrative efficiency
and stability as a necessary condition cither of the termina-
tion of the Mandatory Regime or of the admission of 'Iraq
to membership of the League of Nations, Nor has it been
their conception that 'Iraq should from the first be able to
challenge comparison with the most highly developed and
civilised nations in the modern world.1
On the basis of a similar standard it can be confidently stated
that 'Iraq not only achieved unprecedented development in the
period from 1914 to 1932, and particularly since 1921, but much
of the development has been maintained since 1932. The de-
velopment at the time of 'Iraq's entrance into the League may
not have been so great as put forward in the Official Reports or
in the statements made by British representatives to the League
of Nations, nevertheless it has been very real* Less than a score
of years previous to 1932, 'Iraq was an isolated lethargic mal-
administered portion of the Ottoman Empire. In 1932, as since
that time, elraq has occupied a strategic position on the highway
of air-communications. It possesses the machinery of a modern
democratic state although the control is now centred in a
Government backed by military force. It belongs by general
acceptance to the international community, having assumed
the obligations of a sovereign nation for international agree-
ments*
In reaching this state of development, *Iraq has undergone
a period of direct British control, first under military and then
1 Progress of *Xraq> p. xx.
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